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GROUNDWORKER - GENERIC

	Completed by: R Dobbs
	

	Position: Director
	

	Date: 22 Dec 2015
	

	Review: Annually
	


GENERIC ‘HAZARD’ CONTROL MEASURES =  All operators trained and competent (NPTC CS30-50 as appropriate).Manufacturer’s instruction manual available. All guards, safety features and warnings in place.  Regular machine maintenance and servicing.

INDG – HSE INDG317 “Chainsaws at work”: AFAG Safety Guides 301-308 HSE INDG 362 “Noise at Work”. HSE INDG 363 “Protect your hearing or lose it”  HS (G) 88 “Guide to Hand Arm Vibration”: INDG317 “Chainsaws at work”; HSE 246/31 “Reducing Risks of HAV Injury From Hand Held Power Tools”; 
	Ref:
	Hazard
	Risk
	Persons

at risk
	Risk level
	Control measures
	Residual

Risk
	Further Action Required?
	By

(date)
	Done
(date)

	a
	Fuelling, (petrol two stroke oil)
	1.Fire/explosion: burns/blast injuries.
2. Skin contact: irritation / dermatitis 
	Work team/ client/general public
	Prob. – M

Sev. - VH

= HIGH
	No smoking. Shaded fuelling site. Safe distance from any ignition source. Correct sealed containers. Saw fuel caps replaced securely. PPE - gloves

	Prob. – L

Sev. – H

= MOD.


	Periodic staff meeting reviews and on site auditing for compliance. 
	
	

	b
	Maintenance: chain / bar
	Cuts from chain / bar / hand tools
	Work team
	Prob. – M
Sev. – L

= MOD.-LOW
	Avoid bare hand contact with chain and bar. Use of appropriate tools. Ensure files have handles.   PPE - gloves

	Prob. – L
Sev. – VL

= LOW


	None
	
	

	c
	Noise

(typically upto 105dcb)
	Noise Induced Hearing Loss / Deafness

(accumulative over time)
	Saw operator/ work team
	Prob. – VH
Sev. – VH

= V.HIGH
	Purchase lowest decibel saws.

Correct saw maintenance (exhaust baffles, chain and bar).   PPE - Suitable hearing protectors.  


	Prob. – VL
Sev. – M
= LOW
	Periodic staff meeting reviews and on site auditing for compliance.

Annual health surveillance.
	
	

	d
	Vibration 
	Hand Arm Vibration Syndrome (HAVS) and Vibration White 
	Saw operator and partic. operators of large & older chainsaws
	Prob. – H

Sev. – H

= HIGH
	Purchase lowest vibration saws.

Select appropriate equipment, monitor and carefully regulate exposure times against published data.   


	Prob. – L

Sev. – M

= MOD.- LOW


	Periodic staff meeting reviews and on site auditing for compliance.


	
	


	Ref:
	Hazard
	Risk
	Persons

at risk
	Risk level
	Control measures
	Residual

Risk
	Further Action Required?
	By

(date)
	Done

(date)

	d
	Vibration
…cont’d. 
	Finger (VWF) Repetitive strain injury (RSI) all accumulative over time

	See above
	See above
	Correct maintenance for A/V systems, chain and bar.  PPE - gloves.  Use of lorry mounted HIAB to reduce the need to cut large diameter or long lengths of roundwood into manageable pieces


	See above
	Annual health surveillance (or more frequent as required)
	
	

	e
	Poor handling
	Muscular strain/ long-term musculoskeletal injury
	Saw operator
	Prob. – M
Sev. – M

= MOD.


	Use of ergonomic work systems.   Work planning. Fit and well operators. 

	Prob. – L
Sev. – M

= MOD.- LOW


	Manual Handling training to inc. chainsaw specific use.
	Dec.

2010
	

	f
	Contact with moving chain / ‘kickback’
	Cut injuries / lacerations / severed arteries


	Saw operator
	Prob. – H

Sev. – VH

= HIGH
	Saw safety features fitted and working. ‘Anti-kickback’ chains used. Correct bar and chain maintenance. Correct body positioning.   PPE – chainsaw gloves (as dictated by site specific risk assessment) / work gloves

	Prob. – M-L

Sev. – H

=MOD. 
	Periodic staff meeting reviews and on site auditing for compliance.


	
	

	g
	Inhalation of exhaust emissions
	Nausea / sickness, carbon monoxide poisoning

Eye irritation


	Saw operator
/ work team 
	Prob. – L

Sev. – M

= LOW


	Use of low emission fuels.  Correct saw and exhaust maintenance / engine tuning. Use only in well ventilated areas.

	Prob. – VL
Sev. – L

= V. LOW
	As above

	
	

	H
	Contact with hot exhaust


	Burns to skin / ignites flammable materials & clothing


	Saw operator / work team
	Prob. – L

Sev. – M

= MOD.
	All operators trained and competent (NPTC CS30).

Correct saw maintenance and servicing. Correct use and positioning. Correct carrying / transport techniques. Allow saw to cool before transport. 
	Prob. – VL

Sev. – M

= LOW
	As above.


	
	


KEY:

	Ref.:
	Reference for individual hazard which corresponds with site specific risk assessment form

 

	Hazard:
	The particular hazard described as ‘how’ it will cause harm



	Persons at risk:
	‘Who‘, or ‘what’, is at risk of harm / damage

 

	Risk level:


	Risk level prior to implementing control measures (broadly assessed): 

Prob. = probability / likelihood (VL – very low, L – low, M – moderate, H – high, VH very high)

Sev. = severity / extent of harm (VL – very low, L – low, M – moderate, H – high, VH very high)

OUTCOMES: V.HIGH (very high), HIGH, MOD. (moderate), LOW, V.LOW (very low)



	Control measures:
	NB Generic controls, and industry guidance (INDG), detailed at start of generic risk assessment.

Specific controls, including brief of PPE requirements, to be implemented to achieve reduced risk to acceptable level.



	Residual risk:
	Risk level remaining after implementation of control measures (broadly assessed): 

Prob. = probability / likelihood (VL – very low, L – low, M – moderate, H – high, VH very high)

Sev. = severity / extent of harm (VL – very low, L – low, M – moderate, H – high, VH very high)

OUTCOMES: V.HIGH (very high), HIGH, MOD. (moderate), LOW, V.LOW (very low)



	Further action 

Required?


	Any further action determined as required either specifically, with accompanying dates, or ongoing / general checking / on site auditing. 

	By (date)
	By what date is the described ‘further action required’ to be implemented, i.e. Dec. 2010



	Done (date)
	Has the further action been ‘done’ / completed, to be initialled by ‘responsible person’.
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